AFRICAN TELECOM SUMMIT 2000





21-23 March 2000, 


Accra International Conference Centre, Accra, Ghana





organised by Spectrum International


BACKGROUND


In March 1999, some 26 leading telecom operators and suppliers, senior advisers from institutions such as the World Bank and the African Development Bank, plus over 250 delegates including African Ministers responsible for telecommunications, participated in the first African Telecom Summit which took place in Accra Ghana. Key presentations from approximately 40 distinguished speakers were made on current issues on telecoms.





Ghana will again play host to some 500 participants from different parts of the world on the occasion of the 2nd African Telecom Summit to be held at the Accra International Conference Centre from 21-23 March 2000. 





The three day Telecom Summit will again offer a unique opportunity for African and other international experts and practitioners in the telecommunications industry to discuss practical and effective solutions to improving telecommunications delivery in Africa. The Summit will address policy and regulatory issues, technological and financing options for telecom projects in Africa. 





The theme of the Summit is “Convergence and Globalisation - the impact on African Telecommunications”.





WHO WILL ATTEND ?


?	African Telecom Ministers, Regulators and their senior advisers


?	Chief Executive Officers of African PTTs, private and major international telecom operators


?	Multinationals and other major users of telecom/IT facilities in Africa - banking, construction, mining, oil etc.


?	GMPCS/satellite system operators, Network service providers, system integration and software developers  and Internet Service Providers


?	Suppliers and operators of Wireless Local Loop (WLL), Cellular networks and other telecom equipment


?	Financing institutions and potential investors in the African telecom sector 


?	Regional African, and international institutions concerned with telecom development in Africa


?	Experts from the African Telecom Think Tank and other international experts in the telecom sector


?	The African and international media 





FEATURES OF THE TELECOM SUMMIT


?	Exhibition from leading suppliers of telecom/IT equipment and service providers


?	Presentations from Ministers on emerging opportunities in the African telecom sector


?	Presentations from telecom/IT equipment suppliers and operators on the challenges and opportunities of converging technologies, the need to develop coherent strategies and alliances for effective partnership


?	Panel Discussion on topical issues on the global telecom environment


?	Opportunities for unique networking to gain competitive edge


?	Meeting ideal partners for strategic alliances


?	Identification of true telecom needs of African countries, appropriate technology and financing options


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Participants at the 1999 Summit included African Ministers/Regulators/Operators, InfoDev (World Bank), AT&T, Celltel, Iridium, Inmarsat, Alcatel, Startec Global Communications, Hughes Network Systems, Scancom, Thuraya, NCS Ghana, Ericsson, ICO, Radial Circle Telecom Nigeria,  RASCOM, Global VSAT Forum, Voltacom, ITU, NCA Ghana, Arianespace, Ghana Telecom, SATRA, Nigeria Telecom, EAST, Mobitel Ghana, Gilat Satellite Networks, Expoma, Eutelsat, and Innowave Tadiran Telecom Wireless System. 


Please turn over for further details


and pre-registration form


African Telecom Summit 2000 Accra International Conference Centre  Accra, Ghana 21-23 March 2000	 a spectrum of opportunities offered by Spectrum International 	





The Agenda for African Telecom Summit 2000





POLICY/REGULATORY





Convergence - what are the pertinent policy and regulatory issues in the African context?; Appropriate regulatory frameworks for convergence - will Africa move towards a single regulator?; How will IP telephony be regulated? The African Renaissance and African Connection  - progress so far; the new wave of policy and regulatory reforms in Africa; Market Access and African strategies for the WTO 2000 negotiations; exclusivities, regulatory restrictions and investor attractiveness; universal obligations versus competition; regulating the market through competition - how viable; ?the accounting rate regime : will the new ITU framework prevail?; Alliances, Partnerships, Mergers and Acquisitions : will Africa join the bandwagon?; the basic prerequisites for successful business partnership in Africa.





TECHNOLOGIES


Satellite technologies - system options for Africa; choosing between VSATs and MSS;  Wireless Local Loop for network expansion;  cellular radio technologies : GSM operational issues - billing systems and prepaid solutions, roaming, dual band operations, challenges of network rollout and fraud prevention; Evolution towards UMTS - strategies for Africa; technological options for rural telecommunications  in Africa; connecting Africa - WASC/SAT 3 optic fibre and other cable project options.





NETWORKS, INFRASTRUCTURAL  EXPANSION & OPERATIONAL ISSUES


Broadband Access solutions; Developing Interconnectivity Agreements - challenges for incumbent and new operators; Network expansion programs - how to set and monitor targets for roll out programs; the human resource factor and capacity building issues; the millennium bug -  how has Africa faired?; Internet and Intranet in Africa; Electronic Commerce - the challenges of implementation in Africa;  the African Telecentres - will these improve telecom accessibility? The African Telecom Think Tank  and other African resource groups - what  role for  telecom development in Africa?





TELECOM FINANCING


Telecom privatisation and emerging opportunities for investment in the African telecom sector, financing vehicles for telecom development in Africa, creating opportunities and encouraging local investors, the role of the African capital market in financing telecom expansion, commercialisation approach to financing investments in networks.





Pre-Registration Form


African Telecom Summit, Accra, Ghana 21-23 March 2000


[  ]    I would like to attend the African Telecom Summit; please send me further details.





[  ]  We would like to exhibit at the African Telecom Summit; please send us further details.





Name__________________________ Job Title/Company ___________________________


Address__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


Tel____________________Fax ____________________ E-mail _____________________





Please fax this form NOW to  +233 21 7011014 


or email cordinat@ghana.com


Phone: +233 21 763807


